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HOME & DESIGN

A factory of bright ideas

By JessicaRirz >>> Stepping into the Paul Ferrante factory located on Rodeo Road near La Cienega Boulevard is just about the closest you
can get to experiencing the sights and sounds of an old-school trade workshop. 9 What might start with a conversation and a rough sketch
from a customer results in striking, one-of-a-kind light fixtures and furnishings made by some of the best trained hands in the business.

There, a single room is
dedicated to hand-applied gold
leafing. Another space stores
thousands of chandelier crystals
in all shapes and sizes. Imposing
chain links hang from bars near
the work areas dedicated to met-
al finishing. Wood detailers
painstakingly finish surfaces to
create the illusion that the wear
and tear is centuries-old.

The handmade light fixtures
and furniture that result are sold
at Paul Ferrante’s Pacific Design
Center showroom and others
across the country, or made-to-
order for exacting customers,

Noted Los Angeles interior
designer Trip Haenisch turns to
the company when looking for
something unique: “They are to-
tally willing to customize things
in the exact size you need... A
true ‘one-stop shop.””

Then there are the unique
vintage pieces that you can't find
anywhere else, such asan Egyp-
tian revival Art Deco chandelier,
and antique Chinese vases that
have been adapted into lamps;
some provide inspiration for po-
tential designs, while others are
waiting for the right buyer to
come along. Nearly all areas of
lighting and furniture
production, save for foundry
work and glassblowing, take
place in thisjumble of warehouse
buildings near Culver City.

Expert hands

Given this degree of specialty,
Paul Ferrante employees are
known for both their technical
expertise as makers, and for be-
ing design historians of a sort.

Pnotographs by CHRISTINA HOUSE For The Times
A WOOD DETAILER at the Paul Ferrante factory meticulously works on a gilt basket to ereate the look of an authentic antique.
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